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DVAR TORAH AFTER THE MOSQUITO, BEFORE THE 
ANGELS 
In Shemini and Tazria animals precede humans: only after listing kosher and non-kosher 
animals does the Torah present the rules of purity and impurity for humans. A number of 
midrashim associate this order with the following cryptic verse: “You formed me after 
and before …” (Tehillim 139:5). There is a blatant internal contradiction here – how can 
man be formed both before and after?  
 
The solution, says Reish Lakish in Midrash Rabbah (Bereishit Rabbah 8:1 and Vayikra 
Rabbah 14:1) is rooted in man’s dual nature. Man’s ruach, his spirit, preceded the rest of 
creation, but his body was created last. G-d tells the spiritual man, “You preceded the 
angels,” but the arrogant man is told, “A mosquito preceded you!”  
 
The mosquito – pesky, annoying, disease carrying, extremely frightening under a 
magnifying glass but smaller than a fingernail – became the messenger who spreads 
humility. One example (pointed out by the Maharsha) appears on Gittin 56b. A mosquito 
enters the nostril of Titus the haughty Roman, after he reached the heights of 
blasphemy, buzzing away in his head.  The mosquito makes two appearances on 
Shabbat 77b: the mighty elephant fears the tiny mosquito; and the mosquito is a cure for 
a snake bite. In light of our Midrash, some acharonim read this metaphorically – the 
human frailty we learn from our encounter with the mosquito cures the egotism the 
snake tried to instill, “You will be as gods …” (Bereishit 3:5). 
 
We have the power to define our own existence. If we get self-centered, the mosquito is 
always waiting in the wings with its message of humility. But we can also choose to 
define ourselves by our spirit, and rise above the angels. 
 

This year the Shapell's community celebrated a Hachnasat Sefer Torah, donated by Moshe and Noa Lambert in memory of Moshe’s late father Joseph Lambert, 

of blessed memory. Pictured here (left to right) are R. Gidon Shoshan, R. Shaya Karlinsky, R. Fyvel Shuster, Rabbi Y. Lerner (background) and R. Yitzchak 

Hirshfeld. 
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A CLOSER LOOK AT PARSHAT HACHODESH 
  ב-א:יב שמות

 :לאמר מצרים בארץ אהרן ואל משה אל' ה ויאמר - א
 :השנה לחדשי לכם הוא ראשון חדשים ראש לכם הזה החדש - ב

Hashem said to Moshe and Aharon in the land of Egypt, saying, 
This month is for you the head of months; it is the first for you of the months of the year. 
(Shemot 12:1-2) 

 
LEARN A SFORNO 

The Sforno on Shemot 12:2 
This month will be for you the beginning of 
months. From now on the months will be 
yours, for you to do as you will. But during 
the days of the slavery your days were not 
your own, but belonged to others and their 
will. Therefore it is the first of the months of 
the year, for in it you began your existence 
with free choice. 

 ב:יב שמות על ספורנו
 יהיו ואילך מכאן. חדשים ראש לכם הזה החדש

 אבל, כרצונכם בהם לעשות, שלכם החדשים
 היו אבל, שלכם ימיכם היו לא השעבוד בימי

 לכם הוא ראשון לפיכך, ורצונם אחרים לעבודת
 מציאותכם התחיל בו כי. השנה לחדשי

 :הבחיריי

 
THINK ABOUT THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 
 
Who does lachem - “for you” - refer to, according to the Sforno? 
Why does the Torah add the word lachem to this verse? 
What does this verse teach us about what the Exodus changed in Jewish 
consciousness? 
Now see the comments of the Or Hachaim and Rabbeinu Bechayei: 

 
The Or Hachaim Hakadosh on Shemot 
12:2 
The Torah specifically mentioned “for you” 
because this is only the most praiseworthy 
and lofty of months for Israel. You will find 
that our sages, of blessed memory said 
(Rosh Hashanah 11a): They were 
redeemed in Nissan and in Nissan they will 
be redeemed in the future. For this month 
is singled out for the good of Israel, and is 
therefore first and fitting for you to count 
from. 

 
 ב:יב שמות על הקדוש החיים אור

 ומעולה משובח אינו כי לכם לומר ודקדק
 שאמרו ותמצא. לישראל אלא שבחדשים

 נגאלו בניסן( א א"י השנה ראש) ל"ז רבותינו
 לטובת מסויים החודש כי, ליגאל עתידין בניסן

 לכם להיות ראוי הוא ראשון זה ועל ישראל
 .מעלתו לצד מניסן מונים שיהיו

  



Rabbeinu Bechayei on Shemot 12:2 
This month is for you the first of the 
months. It doesn’t say, “Speak to the entire 
community of the Children of Israel this 
month is for you …” for that would have 
mistakenly implied that there is a mitzvah 
for every individual Jew to set new months 
and add leap years. The mitzvah is indeed 
restricted to a court of experts, judges 
similar to Moshe and Aharon. Therefore 
this parshah was addressed to the two of 
them and “for you” was added, to indicate 
an expert court similar to you. 

 ב:יב שמות על בחיי רבינו
 אל דברו אמר לא. חדשים ראש לכם הזה החדש

 היה כי, לכם הזה החדש ישראל בני עדת כל
 לקבוע מישראל אחד לכל שהמצוה במשמע
 לבית אם כי המצוה ואין, שנים ולעבר חדשים

 הדבר בא כן על, ואהרן כמשה מומחין דין
 דין בית כלומר", לכם" הזכיר לפיכך, לשניהם
 .בכם כיוצא מומחה

THINK ABOUT THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 
How do the Or Hachaim and Rabbeinu Bechayei differ with the Sforno about who 
lachem is referring to? 
How do they differ with the Sforno about what lachem adds to this verse? 
 
Harav Avraham Yitzchak Hakohen Kook ztl: Rosh Chodesh Nissan and Rosh 
Chodesh Sivan: 
They reached Sinai on Rosh Chodesh Sivan (Rava on Shabbat 86a): "On this day they 
reached the Desert of Sinai" (Shemot 19). We know that this day was Rosh Chodesh, for 
it says concerning Rosh Chodesh Nissan, "This day will be for you the head of the 
months ..." (Shemot 12). A renewal of man's spirit is in sync with the renewal of time, 
both for the individual and the collective. Just as on Rosh Chodesh Nisan there was a 
special Divine revelation about the great renewal of the spirit of Israel, the transformation 
from slavery to freedom - so too the process of an even more internal transformation, the 
preparation for the giving of the Torah, began on Rosh Chodesh Sivan. Thus opened a 
shining new era in our spiritual history. (Ein Ayah Shabbat 86) 
 

TORAH FROM OUR FACULTY 

WHICH COMES FIRST - PURIM OR PESACH? BY RABBI YAAKOV LYNN 
These days – the second half of Adar and 
the first half of Nissan – are the days in 
between Purim and Pesach. The two 
holidays are clearly connected; when the 
Gemara in Taanit (29a) says, 
“Mishenichnas Adar marbim besimchah” – 
When Adar arrives, we increase joy - 
Rashi comments: These days were times 
of miracles for Israel – Purim and Pesach.” 
The simcha which starts at the beginning 
of Adar is caused by both Purim and 
Pesach. 
 
The Purim-Pesach connection is 
emphasized 
during a leap year like 5774 when there 
are  

two months of Adar. We celebrate Purim in 
the second of the two to make sure that 
Pesach falls out only one month after 
Purim. The Gemara refers to this as 
somech geulah legeulah – juxtaposing the 
two redemptions. 
 
All of the above indicates that the flow of 
celebration begins with Purim and 
culminates in the observance of Pesach. 
 
On the other hand, this week we read the 
special portion of the Torah called Parshas 
Hachodesh, which opens with, “This month  
 

(Nissan, the month of the Exodus) is the 
first of the months.”  Pesach, according to 

you should know I am Hashem in the midst 
of the land (Shemot 8:18).  But, continues 



this, is the first holiday of the year, and 
Purim is the last. This indicates the flow 
begins with Pesach and culminates in 
Purim. According to this way of looking at 
it, the time period we’re in right now isn’t 
the buildup from Purim to Pesach, it’s the 
time of winding down after the completion 
of the year’s holidays. 
 
So which is it – from Purim to Pesach or 
from Pesach to Purim? 
 
The answer is that it’s both. Purim is the 
end of the year, and yet it is the 
springboard toward Pesach, the beginning 
of the next year. 
Pesach is the holiday of “revealed 
miracles” – the time where we refer to 
Hashem’s “strong hand and outstretched 
arm.” The culmination of the Pesach 
miracles, the splitting of the Red Sea, was 
a moment when even those on the lowest 
spiritual levels had clear prophecy. At that 
moment, there was no doubt in anyone’s 
mind that Hashem exists. 
 
Purim, by contrast, is the holiday of 
hiddenness.  Hashem’s name never 
appears in Megillat Esther, and the 
Megillah doesn’t mention any revealed 
miracles.  It would have been quite 
possible for someone to observe all the 
events in Shushan, from Achashverosh’s 
rise to power to Haman’s downfall, without 
believing that Hashem exists. 
 
The Ramban at the end of Parshat Bo 
(Shemot 13:16) explains that the revealed 
miracles of the Exodus from Egypt were, 
as Hashem himself states, “Lemaan tedah 
ki Ani Hashem bekerev haaretz” – in order 
that  

the Ramban: Through the big, famous 
miracles, a person recognizes the hidden 
miracles, which are the foundation of the 
whole Torah.” 
   
The year begins with the light of Pesach, 
when we recognize Hashem’s True 
Existence. As the year progresses, our 
avodah, our service of G-d, is to build on 
that recognition until we see Hashem even 
where He’s less evident. The year 
culminates in Purim, when we see Hashem 
amidst the darkness of hiddenness. Our 
goal is to see Hashem as clearly on Purim 
as we did on Pesach. 
 
As Pesach approaches, this idea gives us 
focus: the avodah of Pesach is to imbue in 
ourselves the recognition and knowledge 
that Hashem exists. We view ourselves “as 
if we had exited Egypt,” so we can envision 
the revealed miracles which happened on 
those days and strengthen our emunah, 
our trust and belief in G-d. And we do so 
with the knowledge that this is the 
beginning of a process – the process of 
recognizing Hashem in our daily lives.  
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To dedicate a Shapell's Daf Kesher contact 
ecahan@darchenoam.org 

 

This issue is dedicated to the speedy 
recovery of 

Rephael Chaim ben Leah & 
Yocheved bat Sarah  
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